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August        
29                Freshman Orientation
30                First Day School, All Students

September  
3                    Labor Day – Schools Closed

For information, call 201-358-7020 (PH) 
or 201-358-7060 (PV).

Mark Your Calendar!
School Starts for Students 

BEFORE LABOR DAY
on Thursday, 

August 30.

President’s Message
Dear Neighbor,

 Congratulations to our 2018 graduates!  We at the Pascack Valley Regional High School District are excited for what the 
future holds and what they will accomplish in the future.
 Not surprisingly, the Board of Education has been working to further develop our techniques, procedures, and support 
mechanisms for improving students’ mental well-being as they progress through the challenging years of high school.  Our 
student wellness centers, staffed by student assistance counselors and student /family liaison counselors, have been busy 
working with students who need additional supports as they struggle through the challenges they may face.  Student 
wellness fairs, speakers, and programs have been taking place throughout the year to raise awareness, overcome the stigma 
of mental illness, and promote a healthier school environment.
 In addition to mental well-being, our district has also allocated significant resources into physical security enhance-
ments.  Our special law enforcement officers, class III, monitor the campuses during the day, and the district is pleased to 
announce that this program will be expanded to after-school activities in the fall.  Toward the end of the summer, additional 
physical security enhancements will be taking place to limit access to the interior of our buildings and monitor activities and 
movement among individuals in our two high schools.  It is our intention to provide all of our students and staff with a safe 
environment that is also a welcoming place to come to school.
 Next year the district will continue to find innovative methods in which our students can engage in real-life learning 
opportunities.  Currently, our seniors have the option of participating in an internship program that provides students 
with authentic learning experiences in the “real world.”  Working with our network partners from the Center for Advanced 
Professional Studies, we hope to expand career-like experiences to all of our students at the younger grade levels as well.
 Summer work will not only include the aforementioned security enhancements, but also the replacement of the 
Pascack Valley turf field.  In the late fall, look for the same work to be conducted at Pascack Hills.  In addition, we expect 
some infrastructure work on our existing power supplies and lines at Pascack Valley High School and preparations to take 
place to install air conditioning systems at Pascack Hills.
 On another note, this is the time of year when our long-time partners leave us as they begin their retirement.  I am sad 
to say we are losing several staff members as they have decided to retire:  special education teachers Shereen Bloom and 
Janet Swietlicki, guidance counselor Frank Cherichello, athletic director/social studies teacher Thomas Gattoni, and social 
studies teacher Karen Kosch, as well as secretary Roseann Heytink, attendance officer Robert Buesser, secretary Margaret 
O’Hara, and library/media assistant Mariellen Nemecek.  We thank them all for their dedication to the district community 
and the thousands of lives they touched over the years.
 We appreciate your interest in the Pascack Valley Regional High School District, and hope you enjoy this issue of  “The 
Report” as it highlights some of the many great accomplishments that our students and staff members have achieved this 
year.  Have a wonderful summer.

Sincerely, 

Jeffrey Steinfeld

Celebrating Valedictorians 
Number one students from the graduating classes of 2018, Tyler Jacobsen and Samantha 
Snedeker, of Pascack Valley and Pascack Hills, respectively, stand front and center as they are 
honored for their outstanding achievements.  They are flanked on the left by superintendent 
of schools P. Erik Gundersen, Valley guidance counselor Jordan  Kapp and principal Thomas 
DeMaio, and Hills principal Glenn deMarrais and guidance counselor Cristina Schneider on 
the right.  Tyler is to attend Brown University and Samantha is bound for Duke University.

Special Yearbook EditionSee Inside!



SCHOOL

Hills and Valley Model United Nations 
teams visit the United Nations headquar-

ters in New York City, sitting in on the 
Economic and Social Council in session 

and learning how the organization 
brings together 193 member states and 

two observer states to promote peace, 
sustainable development, and human 

rights across the globe.

Hills Chamber Choir, led 

by director Margarita 

Elkin, wins big at the 

World Stage On State 

Heritage Festival in 

Boston, receiving both 

First Place and an 

invitation to perform 

at Carnegie Hall.

Valley molecular genetics students Sarah Daniels and Anna Marie Catalano are 
selected as finalists to further present their project at the International Science 
& Engineering Fair, marking the first time in the Valley program that a project is 
selected to be in the world competition.

Valley choir students, under the direction of Argine Safari, are accepted into the Bergen County Chorus, which presents a choral festival each January.

Hills Research in Molecular Genetics students Natalia Murillo, Jade Greenberg, and Rebecca Volkov are accepted into the prestigious Intel International Science & Engineering Fair, the world’s largest international pre-college science competition.

Hills students participate in the Distributive Education Clubs of America Interna-
tional Competition in Atlanta to develop knowledge and skills for college and careers, as Samantha Snedeker and Natalia Murillo win first 

place for their role-play 
in Financial Services Team Decision-Making.

Hills National Merit Commended students standing left to right are Yash 
Khatiwala and Harika Vasireddy, next to principal Glenn deMarrais, Krupal 

Sharma, and Vivek Gogineni.  Seated are Estelle Leibowitz, Rachel Yang, 
Jessica Strassberg, and Sabreena Moose.

Valley’s National Merit Commended 
students placing among top scorers
are Rachel Powell, Tyler Jacobson, 
Sarah Schmoyer, Chandni
Shah, Lauren Cohen, Rahul Nair, 
Nathan Mullaney, and Matthew 
Killian, joined by principal Thomas 
DeMaio in back.

Hills senior Jessica Leichter is 
recipient of the President’s Volunteer 
Service Award granted by the 
Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards program in recognition of 
her exemplary volunteer service.

Hills senior James Hong, shown with adviser 
Heather Lutz, wins first place in an essay 
contest sponsored by Seton Hall University 
and inspired by Sister Rose Thering, who 
devoted her life to reducing prejudice and 
promoting dialogue among all people. 

Hills students experience tropical ecosystems on a trip to Costa Rica 
led by science teacher Martin Shields  With the help of a Costa Rican 
biologist, the group learns about the plants, wildlife and ecological 
interactions, and culture.



How to Succeed in Business comes front and center to the Valley stage in the production that cleverly lampoons life on the corporate ladder.

Year of Accomplishments

Valley students winning the Montclair State University Coccia Foundation Italian Studies Award for Exemplary 

Students are Zachary Zeller, Ruby Comiskey, Shauna McLean, Adriana Rack, and Elise DeBiasio. 

Valley’s advanced video production classes visit ABC studios to get an exclusive behind-the-scenes tour of the facility.

Valley students Rachel Lee, Ashley Shaaf, Sara 
Takubo, and Brianna Jacobson form the
 “GirlsJustWannaCode” team to participate in 
the Girls Go CyberStart Challenge, placing 10 
out of 168.  

For the third year in a row, the district welcomes exchange students 
from Quintanar de la Orden, Toledo, Spain. Students here attend 

classes with their partners and explore cultural landmarks in NYC, 
ending the week with a traditional Memorial Day barbeque. Earlier, 
five Valley students travel to Spain to attend classes and visit cities. 

Valley’s Environmental Club is involved with many different efforts, 
including hosting Frank Mortimer, president of the Northeast New Jersey 
Beekeepers Association discussing the importance of bees in the environ-

ment and the economy, organizing a toy drove for those less fortunate, 
and winning a $2,000 grant to build an interdisciplinary

 garden on the school’s grounds.

Valley students in Teresa Del Guidice’s French class have a successful exchange 
with partner school Lycée Amiral in Grasse, France, traveling with host 

families, sharing language and culture, and creating long-lasting friendships. 



SPORTS

The district JV dance team takes home a first place trophy for the POM 
category in national competition, a tremendous win for a small team.  The 

team includes Juliana Kubicka, Kelsey Hagen, Julia Mattesich, Annika Patel, 
Adriana Mangano and RoseMary Stanchak. Not shown is Melina Stamis. Email 

pvjvdance@gmail.com for information about upcoming tryouts.

A dynamic parent/teen education program, “Split Image: Secret Struggles of Teens,” 
is presented by the Hills Valley Community Coalition, featuring a mental health 
resource fair and presentation by ESPN journalist and author Kate Fagan delivering a 
vital message about split image, social media, performance perfection and the toll it 
takes on youth, a reminder of the need for diligence regarding young people’s mental 
health needs.

COMMUNITY

The district swim team has another outstanding 
season, boys ending their season against 
Livingston in the first round of the state sectional 
tournament and  girls winning their eighth straight 
league championship. 

The district swim team receives a special visit from world record holder  Megan Romano, left, whose swim clinic Haleigh Marzano, her brother Tyler, and Katie Smith, not shown, attend.

Hills varsity baseball team wins the NJ Group 2 State 
Championship, Bergen County Championship 
Tournament for the first time in 31 years, as the 
number two seeded team upsetting Don Bosco with a 
3-1 victory on Memorial Day.

Hills’ Project Paterson Toy Drive is a huge success, with an 

impressive collection of 1,500 toys that are donated to 

more than 600 Paterson families. 

Enjoying its first season on new courts, the Hills boys tennis team 
finishes undefeated in league play, clinching a second straight 
league championship.Hannah Figueroa 

wins the North 

1 Group 2 State 

indoor track 

sectional in the 

400 meter dash.

Standing proudly at home plate, the Pascack Hills softball team 

gets ready to play in April for the first time on the newly 

completed school field, ultimately scoring a win.

Hills varsity volleyball team members join together 
after winning the Clarkstown South Tournament.

Valley girls lacrosse team members attend spring training at 

the ESPN Wide World of Sports in Orlando, Florida.

Valley social studies teacher and varsity girls basketball coach Jeff Jasper joins 
with his team to celebrate his remarkable 1,000th win.  Serving as head girls 
basketball coach for 45 seasons, he is the first coach to reach this milestone in 
New Jersey.

Winning the girls Pole 

Vault at the Bergen Coun-

ty Meet of Champions 

with a height of 12’ 3”, 

Valley’s Melissa Purcell is 

the Bergen County Record 

holder at 12’ 6” outdoors, 

12’ 6.25” indoors.

For the first time in 
school history, Valley’s 
varsity wrestling 
team wins the North 1 
Group 3 State 
Sectional Championship.

Teens Against Cancer at Hills, shown here, and Valley participate in Relay For Life, the flagship fundraiser of the 
American Cancer Society, at the regional event hosted at Emerson Junior/Senior High School, which each year raises 
substantial funding for research and support.

Valley’s Advanced Placement computer 
science class joins in the AP with WE 

service learning program, created through 
a partnership with the College Board and 

the international charity empowering 
young people with tools to create 

social change. 

District students, 
teachers, staff, and 
members of the 
community spearhead 
a huge hurricane relief 
effort for the people 
of Puerto Rico.  Here 
Valley students load a 
van of supplies.







Noteworthy  Achievements

Bergen County Audobon Society Certification – For establishing the native plant garden near 
Valley’s tennis courts, The Environmental Club is recognized for its wildlife garden for plants to live, 
grow, and thrive in a healthy habitat.

Dr. Martin Luther King Junior Youth Certificate of Merit – Recognition is given to high school 
seniors from Bergen County high schools whose academic achievement and community service truly 
exemplifies the ideals of Dr. King.  Chandni Shah.
Rensselaer Medal Award – The honor is given to juniors excelling in advanced math/science courses 
and leaning toward careers in science, technology, and/or engineering.  If recipients enroll, they are 
guaranteed a minimum of $100,000 merit money over four years. Michael Ruberto, Luke Barden. 

President’s Volunteer Service Award – This award recognizes Americans of all ages who have 
volunteered significant amounts of time serving community and country.  Chandni Shah, 
Matthew Killian.
Garden State Scholastic Press Association Fall Conference Journalism Awards – The Smoke 
Signal newspaper wins 37 awards for print publications statewide in the Division B size classification, 
as well as first place for Distinguished Journalism and Overall Excellence among online publications.  

Eagle Scout Awards – Scouts eligible must earn a minimum of 21 badges, show spirit and leadership, 
and undertake a service project demonstrating commitment to duty.  Vivek Gogineni, Brian Biml, 
Xavier Cattelona, Matthew Curcurato, Andrew Ewing, Matthew Green, Karl Hauck, Kevin 
Herlihy, Christopher Mayer, Timothy Shepherd, Christian Stremler, Myron Theilmeier, Sean 
Wertheim, Gregory Zoll.

National Merit Scholarship Advanced Placement Scholars – AP Scholars receive scores of 3 
or higher on three or more AP Exams.  Rebecca Herman, Aidan Lee, Ethan Lewis, Michael Mi-
ronidis, Natalia Murillo, Adham Shawkat, Rebecca Fontana, Samantha Gibson, Michael 
Hayden, Matthew Killian, Emily Le, Lauren Martinez, Robyn Roznitsky.

AP Scholar with Honor – Students in this category receive an average score of at least 3.25 on all 
AP Exams taken and scores of 3 or higher on four or more of these exams.  Simon Castiel, Taylor 
Robinson, Samantha Snedeker, Lauren Cohen, Tyler Jacobson, Rahul Nair, Rachel Powell, 
Justin Schaumberger, Sarah Schmoyer, Justine Touzot.

AP Scholar with Distinction – Students in this classification receive an average score of 3 or 
better on five or more AP exams and an average of 3.5 on all AP exams.  Krupal Sharma, Sabree-
na Moose, Vivek Gogineni, Rachel Yang, Michael Port, Yash Khatiwala, Nathan Mullaney, 
Chandni Shah.

North Jersey School Music Association Region I Orchestra– Accepted students participate in a 
rigorous audition and are accepted based on musicianship, vocal abilities, and preparation.  Zainah 
Alizade, Danny Jeong, Amber Leung, Gianna Lucido, Katherine Park, Sarah Winston, Lisa 
Agranov, Tirso Ballesteros, Jacob Barcelona, Antonio Fyfe, Kajal Ramrup, Delia Stiles, 
Katherine Suarez, Isabella Tjan.

New Jersey All-State Symphonic Band – Danny Jeong. 
 
New Jersey All-State Choir – Lisa Agranov,Tirso Ballesteros, Madison Byun, Angela Song, 
Katherine Suarez, Isabella Tjan.

All-State Treble Chorus - Sarah Winston. 
North Jersey School Music Association Region I Junior High School Symphonic Band – 
Jimin Kim.
Dance Team Union National Championship – The district dance team wins in the Orlando, Florida 
competition in the Small Varity POM and Varsity Team Performance categories.

Big North National Cheerleading Championship – The Indians competitive cheering squad gar-
ners a win at the conference including more than 40 teams in Northern New Jersey.

Montclair State University Foxy Award for Excellence in Dramaturgy – Drama club directors 
Thomas Lupfer, Merielle Lupfer win the award for excellence in dramaturgy for their production 
of Crush by Stephen Gregg.     
New Jersey Seal of Bi-literacy – Recipients demonstrate that they can speak, read, listen and write 
in two or more languages at a high level of proficiency.  More than 50 district students receive the bi-lit-
eracy seal for Spanish along with recipients for the following languages:  Chinese - Amber Leung, 
Shaojun Lin;  French -  Gabrielle Pogrebinsky, Taylor Robinson, Shannon Stemper, William 
Sandt; Hindi -  Chandni Shah; Italian -  Julia LoBello, Nicole Venditti, Madelaine Brookstone, 
Britany Diaz, Chandni Shah.

National Italian Scholars – Achieving outstanding results, outperforming the national average, and 
placing in the top percentile on the National Italian exam are: Gold - Carleigh Boyle, Madelaine 
Brookstone, Britany Diaz, Michael Hayden, Matthew Killian, Giovanni Liguori, Kelly Petro, 
Amy Santo, Chandni Shah; Silver - Xavier Cattelona, Lauren Parisi, Dominique Perini.

 National Spanish Scholars – Passing the highest level of the National Spanish Examination with 
outstanding results, outperforming the national average, and placing in the top percentile are:  Gold - 
Taylor Robinson; Bronze – Edward Calderone.
Montclair State University Coccia Foundation Italian Studies Award for Exemplary Students 
– The  award recognizing students who consistently demonstrate excellence in all three modes of 
communication in the language, as well as commitment to the Italian program and the community, 
impeccable personal and work ethics, and leadership comes with a monetary gift.  Ruby Comiskey, 
Elise DeBiasio, Shauna McLean, Adrianna Rack, Zachary Zeller.

New Jersey Teachers’ of English Writing Contest – Recipient of the organization’s Silver Award 
is Amber Leung.

Dwight D. Eisenhower Leadership Award – The award recognizes juniors exhibiting exceptional 
performance and potential in the areas of academics, athletics, community services, good citizenship, 
and leadership.  Ryan DiCaprio, Brianna Jacobson. 

New Jersey State Distributive Education Clubs of America Competition – Students from the 
Hills and Valley clubs, in preparing emerging leaders and entrepreneurs in marketing, finance, hos-
pitality and management, win numerous awards at the New Jersey competition to advance to the 
International Career Development Conference, Atlanta. 
International Science and Engineering Fair Symposium Finalists – Several students from Hills 
and Valley win awards in various categories at the symposium, including animal, behavioral, environ-
mental, and plant science, biomedical engineering, chemistry, genetics, and microbiology.
FIRST Robotics Team 1676 Awards – The large district tech team, consisting of more than 80 stu-
dents, five coaches, and more than 30 mentors, wins  the FIRST World Championship Division Industrial 
Safety and Gracious Professionalism,  the Sweep of all District and District Championship Industrial 
Safety, and the New England Waterbury District Entrepreneurship awards.
FIRST Mid-Atlantic Dean’s List Finalist Award – The accolade celebrates outstanding student lead-
ers whose passion for attaining FIRST ideals is exemplary. Hannah Epstein. 
FIRST Mid-Atlantic Woodie Flowers Finalist Award - This award is presented to an outstand-
ing mentor in the robotics competition who best leads, inspires, and empowers his/her team. 
Kevin Killlian.
Bergen County Assistant Boys Soccer Coach of the Year - Luciano Cofrancesco, social studies 
teacher/boys assistant soccer coach. 

First Team All-County Volleyball – Erin Hedrick.

New Jersey Girls Soccer Coaches Association All-State Team – Natalia Murillo.

First Team All-County – 55 Meter Indoor Track - Nicole Vadon.
Pole Vault Championships – Winner of the North 1 Group 3, State Sectional Pole Vault and the 
Bergen County championships, setting a new pole vault record, placing third in the New Jersey State 
Interscholastic Athletic Association Meet of Champions and fourth in the Eastern States Champion-
ships, and making First Team All-County is Melissa Purcell.
The Record - Athletes of the Week – For outstanding performance on the basketball court that 
helped score wins against Hackensack and Indian Hills, and River Dell in the Bergen County tourna-
ment, selected to receive the honor is Kelly Petro.  For exceptional moves on the wrestling mat, com-
peting in the 195-pound class, recording three wins, all by pin, in one week, leading Valley to its first 
sectional title in its history, and recording his 100th career victory, receiving the award is Casey Lewis.  
Liam Landau  is so named for breaking school, meet, and county records with a 15’ 7.5” pole vault at 
the NJSIAA Group 2 championships.
2,500 Saves in Ice Hockey – Stephen Brennan, goaltender for the ice hockey team, saves the 
unprecedented number of shots over the course of his four-year high school career.
1,000 Basketball Points – Brianna Wong scores the exceptional number of points during her bas-
ketball career.
Bowling Champion - Group 4 North, State Sectional Individual Bowling Champion is Henry Tipping.
North 1, Group 3 State Sectional Wrestling Championship – Pascack Valley.  Region I 
Wrestling Champion 160 pounds category - Thomas Chiellini. Wrestling, 100 wins - Robert 
Natelli.  Bergen County Wrestling Coach of the Year – Chosen by the Bergen County Coaches 
Association is head wrestling coach Thomas Gallione.
Bergen County Choir – 20 district students are chosen to be in the select choir.
New Jersey’s Future Ready Schools Initiative – The coalition names Pascack Hills and Pascack 
Valley to its national Future Ready Framework certification program, which supports best preparing 
students for success in the digital age while fostering collaboration within/among schools and districts.
Diplomate in School Neuropsychology – Student and family resource liaison Dr. Steven Myers 
earns the certification from the American Board of School Neuropsychology and is one of 20 such dip-
lomates in New Jersey.
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Moving On to Retirement

Shereen Bloom, 32 years, special education teacher; Francis Cherichello,  32 years, guidance counselor; Roseann 
Heytink, 22 years, executive secretary to principal/office manager; Janet Swietlicki, 16 years, special education 
teacher, not shown.

Robert Buesser, 21 years, attendance officer; Margaret O’Hara, 19 years, secretary, main office; Thomas Gattoni, 38 years, athletic director/
social studies teacher; Karen Kosch, 33 years, social studies teacher; Mariellen Nemecek, 21 years, library/media assistant.

Pascack Valley

Pascack Hills
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